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On April 14, the US Senate voted 67 to 23 to impose sanctions against Mexico on the ground
that it had failed to cooperate fully with the US in halting drug trafficking. The Senate vote was
based on provisions of a law adopted by Congress in 1986, requiring suspension of foreign aid to
countries involved in drug trafficking or production, and permits imposition of other trade and
economic sanctions unless the president certifies that such countries are "fully cooperating" with
US antidrug efforts. Such certification for Mexico was given by Reagan in a report to Congress
in March. Although Mexico receives virtually no foreign aid from the US other than anti-drug
money, it does receive millions of dollars per year in loans from international financial institutions
such as the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank. Assuming the measure was also
approved by the House, and an expected presidential veto was overriden, the "decertification"
would require US representatives to such international lending agencies to vote against loans
for Mexico. Mexican officials were outraged upon learning of the Senate action. A sample of a
virtual avalanche of official outrage appears below. Foreign Minister Bernardo Sepulveda: "Deeply
rooted in our history and our laws is the conviction that only the people themselves should adopt
their respective institutions, free of outside interference. The people of a given nation alone are
permanently entitled to manage their own future. "Therefore, we say that no foreign power can
take upon itself the right to issue good conduct certificates to other societies or governments. No
one is entitled to impose standards of conduct, ideas, or a political and economic system on the
people of a different society." Presidential candidate of the Partido Revolucionario Institucional
(PRI), Carlos Salinas de Gortari: "The US Senate's action was an unjust, inadmissible aggression...I
fully share the view of the Mexican government that the work of fighting the narcotics traffic is
solely up to our people and our government, and in rejecting the self-imposed entitlement of a
foreign power to go around issuing conduct certificates to other nations. "We Mexicans to no accept
certificates from any other country. We Mexicans are concerned with the growth of the drug trade
in the United States, which fosters an increase in the narcotics traffic that is so damaging to our
nation. Reports indicate that in the United States, far more dangerous drugs are being produced,
and that...laundering of illicit funds is taking place. "It is not acceptable that some US Senators try
to garner electoral support by casting blame on others for a problem that arises within the US itself.
"Drugs have emerged at the center of presidential electoral debate in the US. The hopefuls of both
parties seek votes based on an issue of great concern...In other words, they engage in narcopolitics,
while the Senate participates in narcodiplomacy." (Basic data from Prensa Latina, 04/26/88)
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